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BETHANY APOSTOLIC INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY, MYANMAR

Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar is a higher education institution, accredited by
CHIN CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, being recognized by the MINISTRY OF RELATIONS IN
MYANMAR, belonging to the Romanian Pentecostal Churches in Australia.
This institute aims to train Church servants to expand the Kingdom of God, based on the teaching of the
Holy Scriptures and in collaboration with the Romanian Pentecostal Churches in Australia.
Romanians who emigrated to Australia, the US and Europe, now arriving in South Asia — departing from
a small country on the map of the great powers, a country in South East Europe, with a troubled history,
with hard years of communism, with saints who died for their faith in communist prisons — faithful
Romanians — scattered among many nations, with a high purpose of God, to preach the Gospel and the
Christian living to other peoples, to build churches and to form disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

After the opening of the first Pentecostal church in Yangon region, in May 2019 — the project of
setting up a Christian school appeared, at the request and desire of some brothers in the area.
Thus took place in July 2019, the celebration of the opening of the first Christian school in that area, with
the participation of 45 students — all over 18, who experienced new birth again and the New Testament
baptism, eager to know more about God and biblical Christian living.

God help! God provide victory!

pastor prof. Ioan ISTRATE
Director at Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar



CUVANT INAINTE

Simpozionul Teologic International ,,Profetii mesianice despre nasterea lui Isus Hristos” e al treilea
simpozion international organizat de Institutul Teologic Apostolic ,,Betania” din Yangon, Myanmar.

Simpozionul de fata a avut un intreit scop:

e nevoia de a improspata in memoria studentilor de la Institutul Teologic Apostolic Betania
importanta si urgenta aprofundarii profetiilor mesianice legate de nasterea Mantuitorului, fapt
derulat mult mai usor in aceastd perioada a anului deoarece simpozionul a fost organizat in 18 dec.

2023, putin inainte de sarbatoarea Nasterii Domnului Isus.

e o Intdlnire la nivel international a mai multor profesori, care direct sau indirect au avut legaturi cu
Institutul din Myanmar, fapt demonstrat prin faptul cd simpozionul s-a derulat in format online,

prin platforma ZOOM (respectiv transmisia live).

e dorinta de a ridica nivelul teologic atat pentru studentii de la Institutul Teologic Apostolic Betania,
cét si pentru toti cei interesati de acest domeniu. In acest sens, referatele sustinute de domnii
profesori s-au constituit si ca un punct de vedere biblic emis ca un contraatac la relativismul
exagerat de care e caracterizatd societatea postmoderna. Pe langa prelegerile narative sustine in
cadrul simpozionului evidentiem trei dintre ele aldturi de autorii acestora, si anume: The prophetic
significance of Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Messiah in Micah 5:2 (Pastor Prof. Drd. Rusen
AVRAM); Isaiah 9:6,7- The pearl of Messianic prophecies (Pastor Prof. Dr. Gasl IZSAK) si
Messiah: born according to the divine timetable (Dan. 9:24-27, Pastor Prof. Dr. CaLes O. T.
NECHIFOR).

Multumirea noastra e deplina inaintea lui Dumnezeu pentru intreg comitetul stiintific al simpozionului,
deoarece fiecare membru al acestuia, prin lucrarile dumnealor, au adus un plus de valoare cunoasterii
teologice atat la nivel international, cat, mai ales la nivel national (studentilor si, de ce nu, tuturor
vorbitorilor de limbd burmeza, fapt derulat si prin caracterul trilingv (romana-engleza-burmeza) al
simpozionului.) Desi simpozionul a presupus prelegeri prezentate trilingv (in limbile: romana-engleza
burmeza), totusi consideram ca fiind suficient ca volumul de fata si fie bilingv (in engleza burmeza).

Multumim comitetului de organizare al simpozionului, pastorului loan ISTRATE (Director al
Institutului Teologic Apostolic "Betania" din Yagon, Myanmar), pastorului JETHRO NGO KHO
(Traducator, Engleza-Burmeza, Institutul Teologic Apostolic "Betania" din Yagon, Myanmar), care a fost
atat traducator din engleza n burmeza, cit si invitat sa sustind un referat. De asemenea, 1i multumim si
fratelui RuseN O’'DONNELL (traducdtorul din limba englezd in limba romana si viceversa), pentru
efortul extrem de mare pe care l-a depus pentru a traduce de o calitate Tnalta.

E unanim acceptat faptul ca acest tip de lucrari Imbina corespunzator latura academica si cea

spirituald,mai mult prin intermediul lor ni se propun puncte de legaturd din mai multe puncte de vedere.
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In final ii suntem recunoscitori Domnul Isus pentru implicarea Sa vizibila pe tot parcursul derulirii

acestui simpozion si pentru binecuvantarea pe care ne-a oferita chiar sa publicam lucrarile simpozionului.

Editor,
Pastor Prof. Dr. CaLes O. T. NECHIFOR



FOREWORD

The International Theological Symposium "Messianic Prophecies about the Birth of Jesus Christ" isnthe
third international symposium organized by the Apostolic Theological Institute "Bethany" in Yangon,
Myanmar. The current symposium had a threefold purpose:

* The Bethany Apostolic Theological Institute shows the need to refresh the memories of the
students with the importance and urgency of deepening into the messianic prophecies related to the birth
of the Savior, making it much easier to discuss at this time of the year because the symposium was
organized on Dec. 18. 2023, shortly before the celebration of the birth of the Lord Jesus.

* An international meeting of several professors, either directly or indirectly affiliated with the
Institute in Myanmar, as evidenced by the symposium being conducted online via the Zoom
platform (i.e., live streamed).

» The desire to elevate the theological standard both for the students at the Bethany Apostolic
Theological Institute and for all those interested in this field. In this regard, the presentations delivered by
the professors also served as a biblical standpoint issued as a counterattack to the excessive relativism
characterizing postmodern society. In addition to the narrative lectures presented at the symposium, we
highlight three of them alongside their authors, namely: The prophetic significance of Bethlehem as the
birthplace of the Messiah in Micah 5:2 (Pastor Prof. Drd. Ruben AVRAM); Isaiah 9:6,7- The pearl of
Messianic prophecies (Pastor Prof. Dr. Gabi [ZSAK) and Messiah: born according to the divine timetable
(Dan. 9:24-27, Pastor Prof. Dr. Caleb O. T. NECHIFOR).

Our gratitude is complete before God for the entire scientific committee of the symposium
because each member, through their works, has added value to theological knowledge both internationally
and, especially, at the national level (for the students and, why not, all Burmese speakers, a fact facilitated
by the trilingual nature (Romanian-English-Burmese) of the symposium. Although the symposium
involved presentations in three languages (Romanian, English, and Burmese), we still consider it
sufficient for this volume to be bilingual (in English and Burmese).

We thank the organizing committee of the symposium, pastor Istrate loan (Director at Bethany

Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar), pastor Jethro NGO KHO (Interpreter, English — Burmese,
Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Yangon, Myanmar), who was both a translator from English in
Burmese, as well as invited to give a paper. We also thank brother Ruben O'DONNELL (the translator
from English to Romanian and vice versa), for the extremely great effort he made to translate of high
quality.

It is universally acknowledged that this type of work appropriately combines both the academic
and spiritual dimensions, offering points of connection from multiple perspectives.

Finally, we are grateful to the Lord Jesus for His visible involvement throughout the development of this
symposium and for the blessing He offered us even to publish the proceedings of the symposium.

Editor,

pastor dr. NECHIFOR Caleb



THE PROPHETIC SIGNIFICANCE OF BETHLEHEM
AS THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE MESSIAH IN MICAH 5:2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
those coming forth is from of old,

from ancient days'.1

Argument

Several soteriological themes can be observed considering the context of the messianic prophecy
regarding the place of Messiah's birth in Micah 5:2. God disconnects the Messiah from the capital city
Jerusalem with its rulers. Yet, he chooses the origin of king David connecting the Messiah directly with
him. Considering the unimportance of Bethlehem at the time when the prophecy was given, fulfilled and
also the rich history of tragedies in that place, the birth of the Messiah brings elevation and comfort to
God's people.

Keywords (5-10 words)

Soteriology, Bethlehem, Messiah, judgement, Davidic line, salvation

Introduction
The little town of Bethlehem is deep embedded both in the biblical narrative of the birth of the

Messiah, Jesus Christ, and also in the traditional celebration of Christmas. It has an important role in the
biblical theme of prophecy and fulfillment, the prophecy being given in Micah 5:2 and the fulfillment
being narrated in the two gospel accounts who give insight into Jesus Christ’s birth, Matthew and Luke
(Matthew 2:3-6; Luke 2:4)

It is amazing to observe how God has fulfilled his promises regarding the coming of the Messiah
in every single detail, even regarding to the birthplace. A detailed analysis of the promise-fulfillment
theme of the prophecy was made by Caleb Nechifor in his dissertation “Messianic prophecies: promises,
fulfillments and expectations regarding the promises”. The aim of this paper is trying to give an answer to
the question why Bethlehem? Why not another place? And what is the significance beside the fulfillment
of the prophecy from Micah?

1. Background information about Bethlehem

' For all biblical references the ESV translation is been used.
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The place where the Messiah should be born was Bethlehem of Judeah, called also Bethlehem
Ephrathah. Bethlehem means “house of bread”. It has been controversial in which Bethlehem Jesus Christ
had to be born, but according to the Old Testament prophecy of Micah 5:2 and the testimony of the
Gospels (Mat. 2:1 and Lk. 2:4) it is clear that it is Bethlehem Ephrata, part of the clan of Judah.

Aviram Oshri claims that there is no archaeological evidence proving that Bethlehem of Judea
was inhabited int the first century. He suggests that the authors of the Gospels have erred and that the
place of birth is Bethlehem of Galilee, since it is just eight kilometers away from Nazareth in the territory
which was distributed to the tribe of Zebulun (Josh. 19:15). People referred to Jesus as “Jesus of
Nazareth” so, Oshri argues, it would make more sense to have Bethlehem of Galilee as the place of birth.
These arguments cannot stand in front of the biblical, traditional and archaeological evidence in favor of
Bethlehem Ephrathah as the place of birth. Beside the already mentioned biblical account, Ephrathah is
mentioned in Gen. 35:19 for the first time. Ephrathah is also the geographical setting of the book of Ruth
which has a very important role since it is the hometown of king David's ancestors and his birth place. It
is reasonable that the ruler of Israel, the Son of David would be born there. Traditionally speaking
there is no ancient tradition which suggests another Bethlehem than Ephrathah being the place of birth. 2
Finally, the earliest reference to the town of Bethlehem outside of the Bible was discovered in 2012 on an

administrative bulla (the so-called Bethlehem Bulla) which was dated to the 7th or 8th century BC.?
2. The context of the prophecy — the book of Micah

In the quest of understanding the significance of the birthplace it is essential to analyze the

context of the prophecy — the whole book of Micah.

Micah lived in the town of Moresheth in Judah, not far away from Bethlehem, 38 km south-west
from Jerusalem (1:14). He has often been called ‘the prophet of the poor’; more accurately, he is “a
‘prophet of the middle class’, who were being reduced to poverty, by the rich”, according to Bruce
Waltke*. Micah delivered his messages to Samaria and Jerusalem during the reigns of Jotham (742-735
BC), Ahaz (735-715 BC) and Hezekiah (715-686 BC) - Jer. 26:17-19. According to LaSor, Micah and

Isaiah delivered their messages at the same time. Both saw that Judah was moving towards a national

2 We have early testimonies in the Patristics. For example, Augustine (354-430) underlines the biblical claim saying,
“according to prophecy, Christ was born in Bethlehem of Judah, at the time, as I said, when Herod was king in
Judea.” Similarly does Chrysostom (344-407) in his “Demonstration against the Pagans” where he points out that,
“It was another prophet, again, who pointed out the place where he would be born. For Micah said,«And you,
Bethlehem, the land of Judah, are by no means the least among the princes of Judah. For out of you will come the
leader who will shepherd my people, Israel: and his going forth is from the beginning, from the days of eternity».”
Theodoret of Cyr (393-466) in his commentary on Micah states, “It is enough for piety for you to know, as we have
said, that God has one only Son, one naturally begotten, who did not begin to be when he was born in Bethlehem but
is before all ages. For listen to the prophet Micah: «And you, Bethlehem, house of Ephratha, are little to be among
the thousands of Judah» [...]*. (T. ODEN (ed.), The Twelve Prophets, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture,
OT, vol. 14, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, 2003, 165-166.)

* B. WINDLE, O litile town of Bethlehem, Dec. 20210, https://biblearchaeologyreport.com/2021/12/10/o-little-
town-of-bethlehem-2/ (accessed February, 29th, 2024).

* D. BAKER, D. ALEXANDER, B. WALTKE, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries,
Vol. 26,Inter Varsity, Nottingham, 150.



catastrophe because of the apostacy and oppression of its leaders®. This is also underlined by Mignon
Jacobs arguing that, “the leaders and other accused are characterized as abusing their power (e.g., 3:1,
5-6) and seizing people’s lands and possessions, thus reducing them to poverty (2:1-5).” Yet it is hard to

make any distinction between the sins of the leaders and those of the people or to prioritize them.’

The main themes of the book of Micah are judgement and promise. It can be structured around oracles

regarding these two themes: *

I. Oracle of damnation against the Hebrew capital cities 1:2-16
II. Oracle against the leaders of Judah 2:1-3:12
III. Oracle of salvation 4:1-5:15
IV. Oracle against the leaders of Samaria 6:1-7:7
V. The mercy of God 7:18-20

God is condemning the sin of the two Hebrew capital cities because they have encouraged the sin
of the nation. The same sins that were condemned by the prophets in the Northern Kingdom of Israel
through the prophet Amos are now present in Judah. The corrupt leadership, both political and religious,
is also condemned because of the violation of human rights. The threat of the captivity and exile is
pronounced by the prophet but “judgement was never Yahweh s last word for the covenant people.™
There is hope and there is a future. God is showing his mercy through the promise of salvation by the
coming of the Messiah (4:6-5:9) and the hope of the new Jerusalem rising from its ashes (4:1-5)'° At the
same time God is teaching his people what is the heart of his requirements from his people. While the
people think that through religious sacrifices they may propitiate God's wrath over their sins (6:6-7),

he reveals in 6:8 what can be stated as “one of the great summaries of prophetic religion”."!

“He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

“God does not reject religious rituals; but neither is God pleased simply by the external

performances devoid of obedience manifested in repentance and justice.”'?

> W. LASOR, D. HUBBARD, F. BUSH, Old Testament Survey, Second Edition, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1996,
270.

5 M.JACOBS, “Micah, Book of”’, in K. Vanhoozer (ed.), Dictionary for theological interpretation of the Bible, Baker
Academic, Grand Rapids, 2005, 513.

7S. TATU (ed.) Micah, Introducere in studiul Vechiului Testament - Cartile profetice si poetice, Casa Cartii, Oradea,
2019, 277.

¥ S. TATU (ed.) Micah, Introducere in studiul Vechiului Testament - Cartile profetice si poetice, 278-279.

®W. LASOR, D. HUBBARD, F. BUSH, Old Testament Survey, 273. 10 Ibid. 275.

19 Ibid. 275.

' R. Smith, Micah-Malachi, World Biblical Commentary, Vol. 32, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1984, 11
2M.JACOBS, “Micah, Book of”, in K. Vanhoozer (ed.), Dictionary for theological interpretation of the Bible, 514.
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2.1 The pericope of the prophecy - Micah 5:1-4

The pericope is embedded in the section of the salvation oracle. Chapter four ends with the
people of God crying loud “like a woman in labor” (4:10) being afflicted by their enemies (4:11). Jahweh
encourages them revealing his plan (4:12) and promising them strength and victory (4:13). The first verse
of chapter five lays down a stark contrast to the coming messianic prophecy. It seems that God wants to
show that the promise made in 4:12 will be fulfilled but not through their own human means. The troops
have to be mustered, but they are in the distress of a siege around Jerusalem. Waltke believes that the
siege refers to Sennacherib’s attack on Jerusalem during Hezekiah's reign."*The slap on the cheek of the
judge of Israel is interpreted as a humiliation and insult against the ruler, showing that “the victim is so
defenseless he cannot even defend his face”.' Cyril of Alexandria (AD 375-444) underlined the fact that
striking the cheek represents a special dishonor."

Instead of the actual weak ruler, God will bring forth a new ruler, whose roots go back to David's
genealogical line. He will be born in Bethlehem Ephrathah, which has been insignificant politically
speaking at that period of time until the Messiah was born. Till that time Israel will be given up
(abandoned, including the exile, compare with 4:10). Then the Messiah shall come being born through the
one “who is in labor”. This may be a metonymy for Zion, referring to the covenant community which will
bring forth the new age.'® The Messiah will relate to his people like a shepherd to his flock (5:4a) and will
carry the strength and majesty of the name of the Lord his God”, which may be a reference to his divine
nature. His rule will introduce a time of security for his people, and a period of reign which is not limited
in time (“for now” shows the beginning of the period with no perspective of an upcoming end) nor in
space (“to the ends of the earth”). The words “the ends of the earth” represent an ending phrase,

which makes it reasonable to argument, that this pericope ends with verse four."’?
3. Significance of the place of birth in Micah 5:2

God's providential election of Bethlehem as place where the Messiah should be born has several
soteriological implications: 1) discontinuation, 2) continuation and 3) elevation. These elements will be

described in detail in the following lines.
3.1. The place of birth as discontinuation

A first understanding for Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah should be born is that it

functions as a means of judgment against Samaria and Jerusalem, the capital cities and their leaders and

¥ D. BAKER, D. ALEXANDER, B. WALTKE, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries,
197.

4 Ibid. 197.

'S T.ODEN (ed.), The Twelve Prophets, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, OT, vol. 14, 165.

'® D. BAKER, D. ALEXANDER, B. WALTKE, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries,
201.

'7R. Smith, Micah-Malachi, World Biblical Commentary, Vol. 32, 43.
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rulers (1:1). It is the capital city of Jerusalem where the seat of the ruler is placed. There the succeeding
kings are born, raised and crowned. For this reason, the magi searched for the new born king first in the
capital city of Jerusalem, the usual place a new king has to be born (Mat. 2:1-2). Now, by not choosing
Jerusalem as place of birth, God is indicating that he is distancing himself from the depraved and corrupt
rulers of Jerusalem. Actually, what Micah proclaims in 5:1 is essentially the fact that the present king is
unfit and disqualified for being the fulfiller of God's plan of deliverance. God's solution is a new king
from a location different from Jerusalem which was according to Ralph Smith too corrupt for Micah.
Bethlehem, the place where the line of David began, is the new place of birth for the new ruler who will

bring a new beginning of God's kingdom covering the whole earth.'®

It is not the first time in the history of Israel that Bethlehem has been a place of discontinuation.
This has occurred once before when David was anointed as king in by the prophet Samuel under the
instruction of God sending him to Bethlehem. Saul’s reign had been interrupted and taken away from him
because of his disobedience. David was chosen directly as king by Jahweh, interrupting the succession of

Israel’s throne by heritage."

Generally speaking we can interpret the birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem not only as a
judgement of the rulers and leaders of Micah's time. Moreover, it is a judgement for all humanity. God
disqualifies all human intelligence and effort, leadership and kingship, declaring them to be unfit for
bringing forth a redemptive solution. It is God alone who can bring fort salvation. This reality is reflected
in apostle Paul’s words in Romans 3:22b-23: “For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short

of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”.

3.2. The place of birth as continuation

The place of birth is also a continuation in the sense of confirming the Davidic genealogy of the
Messiah. Bethlehem is also known as the City of David. The city was David’s family home (1 Samuel
16:1; 17:12) and the place where he was anointed king (1 Samuel 16:4— 13). Caleb Nechifor observes
correctly in his dissertation “Messianic Prophecies: promises, fulfillments and expectations regarding the
promises” that some of the historical accounts about Bethlehem in the Old Testament represent a
providential prototype of the Messiah being the Son of David born in Bethlehem: Boaz, the grandfather of
Jesse lived in Bethlehem (Ruth 2:1,3,4); Jesse did not move from there and was called Jesse the
Bethlehemite (1 Sam. 16:1) and David himself spent the first part of his life there (1 Sam. 17:12). %
Moreover, the double name Bethlehem Epaphrah reflect the importance of making clear the connection

between the origins of king David and the future Messiah. Micah shows that Israel is expecting a new

'8 R. Smith, Micah-Malachi, World Biblical Commentary, 44.

% J. Walton, V. Matthes, M. Chavalas, Comentariu cultural-istoric al Vechiului Testament, Casa Cartii, Oradea,
2016, 842.

20 C. NECHIFOR, Profetii mesianice, 203.
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David to come. ' The overlapping of David’s origin and the Messiah's place of birth is just underlining
this fact.

The second part of Micah 5:2 states that the ruler’s forthcoming “is from old, from ancient days”.
The syntax “from ancient days” - » 1n° > ¥91 0) mime - oulam) is believed by some to refer back to Adam,
underlining the deep-rootedmessianic hope, which go further back than the age of the kings of Israel.
Nonetheless, Micah makes it clear by using this phrase that he is envisioning a new David. “From ancient
days” is also being used by Amos (9:11) pointing to the days of David. ** Finally, the Patristics testify this
understanding. Isho ‘dad of Merv, the bishop of Hedatta (around AD 850) wrote in his commentary on
Micah about this phrase speaking from God's perspective that, “I have destined him to that from the

beginning, through the promises already made to David.”*

Bethlehem as the place of birth carries with it the significance of a continuation in the Davidic
dynasty, the Messiah being the “new David”, the promised Son of David, the root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:10),
identifying himself with the origins of David and Jesse. This detail reveals God's faithfulness towards
David and through him to all mankind. God is keeping his covenant to his people. Though, the
unfaithfulness of his people makes it impossible to bring forth salvation from their own rulers. However,
God is bringing the solution through a new David, born from the city of David, who will sit on the throne

of David ruling over the whole world.

3.3. The place of birth as elevation

A third feature of the significance regarding the place of birth is the elevation of the insignificant
and lowly by the Messiah who identifies with them.

The prophecy of Micah describes Bethlehem being “too little to be among the clans of Judah”.
The word which is used here for “too little” is 7°¥x) tsar). This is not the usual word used for “little” or
“small” but one which is used on rare occasions when it is associated with the insignificant. The same
word is used in Psalm 68:27: “There is Benjamin, the least of them, in the lead [...]” ** Micah indicates
that God s redemption is coming from a place which has been the least important among the clans in
Judah. From a sudden Bethlehem is lifted up. The unimportant and insignificant town gets into God s
attention. It becomesthe center of Messianic hope, significance and future perspective. This elevation

does not happen through Bethlehem itself but through the birth of the new ruler.

Bethlehem reflects the elevation of the social insignificant. The city has been socially and

politically irrelevant for a long time. In the New Testament time it diminishes to a humble village.

21 J. WALTON, V. MATTHES, M. CHAVALAS, Comentariu cultural-istoric al Vechiului Testament, 842.
Casa Cartii,

Oradea, 2016

22 R. SMITH, Micah-Malachi, World Biblical Commentary, Vol. 32, 44.

2 T.ODEN (ed.), The Twelve Prophets, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, 165.

2* R. Smith, Micah-Malachi, World Biblical Commentary, 44.
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The same theme of elevation occurred once before in Bethlehem. That is underlined by the anointing of
David, the youngest son of Jesse, the Bethlehemite. When Samuel was sent by God to Bethlehem in order
to anoint one of his sons as king instead of Saul, David was not even there. His social status was low,
being the youngest son and his brothers enjoyed a higher social status. But God chooses the youngest over

the older, the one with a lowly status over the higher status. The socially insignificant is elevated.

Moreover, Bethlehem seems also to be associated with people experiencing tragedies.
Historically, it is a place of tragedies. It is the place where Jacob's wife Rachel died and was buried (Gen.
35:19; 48:7). Naomi leaves her hometown in order to escape a famine and returns back only with Ruth,
her daughter in law but without her husband and two sons (Ruth 1:1, 16- 19, 22). It is also the hometown
of a woman, whose murder caused the genocide of the people of Gibeah (Judges 19-20). Additionally, the
birth account of Jesus Christ reveals another prophecy from Jeremiah 31:15 being fulfilled in Bethlehem
(Mat. 2:16-18) - the tragic killing of the baby boys by king Herod which had the purpose to find and kill
the Messiah. All these human tragedies which had occurred in Bethlehem reflect the reality of human

history on a general but also personal level.

God seems to choose this place not despite of these tragedies but because of them. The birth of
the Messiah in this place of human tragedy, suffering, grief and loss seems to indicate that God is
partaking in our human suffering. He has not forgotten us, but identifies with all the human tragedies and

comes in order to comfort and elevate those who are burdened and broken- hearted (Mat. 11:28).

Bethlehem signifies more than just the precise fulfillment of a messianic prophecy. It reflects the
diverse facets of soteriological truth which has been offered to the world though Jesus Christ, the
Messiah. May the remembrance of the place of birth of the Messiah always bear witness over the “the
depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God” (Rom. 11:33) through which he has brought forth

our salvation through Jesus Christ.

Pastor Ruben C. Avram, MDiv.

Brunn am Gebirge, Austria
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THE MESSIAH: BORN ACCORDING TO THE DIVINE TIMETABLE

Having observed that the birth of the Messiah was to take place before the tribe of Judah was
dissolved, we proceed to a prophecy which points out in much greater detail the time at which this birth
was foretold. An extremely important detail in the prophecies was that the Messiah had to come before
the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. In the OT (Old Testament) there are several prophecies that stated
(indirectly) that the Messiah would come to the material world before the Temple in Jerusalem was
destroyed. Among these we mention the following:

> Mal. 3:1 — ,,And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple ...”;

> Ps. 118:26 — ,,Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed you

from the house of the Lord.”;

> Zac. 11:13 — ,,And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”— that princely price

they set on me. So, I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of

the Lord for the potter.”;

> Hag. 2:7,9 — ,,...and I will fill this temple with glory,” says the Lord of hosts. ‘The glory

of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,” says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this

place, I will give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.”

All these prophecies would be fulfilled at the time of the Messiah's entry into Jerusalem, being
received with cheers as promised in Ps. 118:26 (the evangelists confirming this fact in Matt. 21:9; Mk.
11:9; Luke 19:38 ; John 12:13), and then entering the Temple to "clean", on which occasion he fulfilled
another prophecy about God’s house, namely: "My house will be called a house of prayer..." (Is. 56:7 -
fact fulfilled in Matt. 21:13; Luke 19:46; Mark 11:17)

To the messianic promises concerning the entry of the Lord Jesus into Jerusalem and then into the
Temple is added the most relevant promise in this sense from Dan. 9:26. If so far in the case of the
analyzed promises the time of the Messiah's birth was highlighted in a fairly general way, that is, His
coming will be before the tribe of Judah loses its leadership, and in the ones highlighted above, it shows
that it will take place before the destruction of the Temple. Next, we will analyze a messianic prophecy
that is much more accurate in terms of time, highlighting not only His birth, but especially His activity,

His death, resurrection and the special role He will have as the Savior of mankind.

1. The Promise — Daniel 9:24-27

»Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression,
to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going
forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks
and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. And after the
sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come

shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war
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desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle
of the week, He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one
who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.”
(Dan. 9:24-27).

The above promise was sent by God to the prophet Daniel (through the angel Gabriel). This
prophet, after studying the prophetic books, understood that it was time for the 70 years of Babylonian
captivity to end and as a result he stood before the Lord with fasting and prayer to understand more
precisely when the liberation of the Jewish people would take place. After this period of deep humility,
God reveals to Daniel not only the manner in which the Jews will be freed from Babylonian captivity, but
especially the manner in which the Anointed One (Messiah) will come to earth.

Therefore, in the following we will focus on the study of this passage from an etymological point
of view, more precisely it is necessary to analyses the terms used in the pericope, in order to particularly

understand the meaning of the term "week" within the debated promise.

Terminology of the passage

The most eloquent terms for our study within this prophecy are:

>, decided” (30 m-WTT) which occurs 3 times (in vv. 24,26,27);%

> Messiah (mun -WTT) which appears in v.26;%

> The Holy City”, which is Jerusalem and the “Holy Place” which is the Temple in Jerusalem;

> The phrases: “cessation of transgressions”, “expiation of iniquity”, “bringing eternal righteousness”,
“anointing the Holy of Holies”, highlight the finality of the salvation plan carried out by the Messiah. In
particular, the terms such as “ceasing” and “eternal” predict an activity absolutely different from that of
the sacrifices, which, as stated in the book of Hebrews 10:1-4, brought a temporary forgiveness, but the
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus made the lawlessness in a Christian’s life “cease”, bringing eternal
righteousness.”’

> “weeks” yav’ (shabua— WTT)?® which means “seven” or “heptads”. This term is used six times in this

passage alone, and like all other occurrences in the OT (20 in all), represents a period of seven.?

» This expression emphasizes that God has clearly established the course of history, everything being "decided" by
Him.

% Since this term was analysed in the second chapter of this paper, we will not resume the study of its meaning,
considering that everything we stated there is also valid in this context.

%" For a deeper understanding of these terms, we recommend: Ernst Wihelm Hengstenberg, Christology of the Old
Testament and a Commentary of the Messianic Predictions of the Messiah by the Prophets, vol. II (contains the
Messianic prophecies of Zechariah and Daniel), translated from German by Reuel Keith, William M. Morrison,
Washington, D.C., 1839, 298-328.

2 WTT, cited BibleWorks8

¥ Fred G. Zaspel, "The seventy weeks" according to Daniel: A historical and exegetical analysis, apud Daniel
Branzei "The 70 weeks" in the Prophetic Bible series, http://semnelevremurilor.wordpress.com/biblia-profetic/cele
-70-de-saptamani/ (accessed April 29, 2013).
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In the Hebrew context, the term “week”, unlike the other contexts (such as Romanian or English), does
not mean only seven days, but both seven days, and seven years.*® Therefore, we can affirm that the 70 of
weeks in Daniel represents 70 times seven years®' , that is 490 years.

The prophetic year

Another important problem for the correct perception of the passage is the understanding of the
prophetic year from the Hebrew point of view. More precisely, we propose to establish how many days a
calendar year had, according to the perception of Scripture. For this we will analyze how long the flood
lasted according to the description in the chapter 7-8 of the book of Genesis.

Deepening this passage, we will notice that a calendar (prophetic) year in the sense of Scripture
has 30 days®’, and by deduction, an entire prophetic year has 360 days, which is also accepted in the
Revelation.™

Content of the promise

The passage states that the 70 week period can be divided into three parts:

1. 7 weeks to rebuild Jerusalem and implicitly the Temple (v.25a);

2. In addition to the 7 weeks, another 62 weeks will pass until the appearance of the Messiah in
Jerusalem so a total of 69 weeks (v.25b,c);

3. After the end of the 69th week and before the beginning of the 70th, the “eradication” of the
Messiah will take place, and also in this week, the people of a lord* who will come; will destroy
Jerusalem and the Temple.

So, from the moment of issuing the decree to rebuild Jerusalem until its completion, 7 weeks
passed, that is, 7x7 years = 49 years. Then, from the edict of the restoration of Jerusalem to the arrival of
the Messiah in Jerusalem, 69 weeks passed, that is, 69x7 = 483 years®. These being prophetic years, it
means that from the moment the edict was issued until the coming of the Messiah, 173.880 days had to

pass (483x360=173.880).

30 J. McDowell, brings as a biblical argument regarding this fact the passage from Lev. 25:2-4. Lev. 25:8 proves that
there is a "multiple of a week of years.", apud J. McDowell, Testimonies Demanding a Verdict, 182. See also W.
Kaiser, The Messiah in OT, 202.

31 The NTR Bible translates verse 24 as follows: "A period of seventy times seven years was decided for your
people and for your holy city...". The same is understood by Hengstenberg, Christology of the Old Testament and a
Commentary of the Messianic Predictions, vol. 11, 293.

32 Genesis. 7:11 tells us that the actual flood began on day 17, month 2, year 600 (of Noah's life, we will abbreviate
17.02.600), then in Gen. 8:4 says that the flood stopped in 7/17/600, so it lasted exactly 5 months. Gen. 7:24 and 8:3
state that the flood lasted 150 days. Thus, a simple calculation proves that a month has exactly 30 days (150 days
divided by 5 months = 30 days). The idea was taken from J. McDowell, Testimonies that demand a verdict, 183, but
the manner of demonstration is ours. The same argument is presented by W. Kaiser, The Messiah in OT, 203.

3 For more details consult J. McDowell, Testimonies that Demand a Verdict, 183. The first author of this scheme
was Sir Robert Anderson, and more details can be found in his book: Sir Robert Anderson, The Coming Prince,
Kregel Publications , Grand Rapids Michigan, 1957, pp. 67-75.

3 It is absolutely clear that the passage speaks of two lords, the first (Messiah, the Ruler) who will appear at the end
of the 69 weeks, and another lord, who will obviously not be from the Jewish people, will bring total destruction
upon Jerusalem and the Temple, which will happen after the Messiah is "cut off and yet has nothing."

35 It is absolutely clear that the passage speaks of two lords, the first (Messiah, the Ruler) who will appear at the end
of the 69 weeks, and another lord, who will obviously not be from the Jewish people, will bring total destruction
upon Jerusalem and the Temple, which will happen after the Messiah is "cut off and yet has nothing."

15



2. Fulfilments/ Accomplishments

The materialization of the analyzed promise (from Dan. 9:24) begins with the decree of
Artaxerxes®® to Nehemiah in the year 444 BC. (Neh. 2:1-8). It is true that there were three more decrees®’
described throughout the book of Ezra, but none of the walls of Jerusalem were reconstructed. Therefore,
the decree of Artaxerxes remained, issued at Nehemiah's desire to rebuild “the city of the graves of my
fathers” (Nehemiah 2:5), “in the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of king Artaxerxes” (Nehemiah
2:1) , that is, in the month of Nisan and year 445 BC.* By transferring this date to the Julian® calendar,
we arrive at March 13, 445 BC. Next, to demonstrate the manner in which the aforementioned prophecy
was fulfilled, we will use Sir Robert Anderson's*’ scheme.
2.1. Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

To be as clear as possible in the calculations, we will perform the calculation in two different
ways:
(1) The number of days from the issuance of the decree (March 13, 445 BC) until the entry into Jerusalem
(April 6, 32 AD). From the decree of March 13, 445 AD and until March 13, 32 AD. there are 445 solar
years — from March 13, 445 BC to March 13, 1 AD. - to which 31years are added - from March 13, 1 AD.
to March 13, 32 AD — so a total of 476 solar years. Transforming these years into days we will reach
173.856 (i.e. 476 x 365 + 116 days*'). It remains thus up to the number of 173.880 days, a difference of
24 days. Adding these 24 days to the date of March 13, we arrive at April 6, 32 AD.** , the moment when
the Lord Jesus entered Jerusalem.
(2) Calculating how many years correspond to 173.880 days. A simple calculation shows us that

173.880 days in solar years represent: 476 years and 24 days.*

% It is about the emperor Artaxerxes 1 Longimanus, who reigned during: 465/464-425 BC, apud Biblia NTR,
http://www.bibleserver.com/text/NTR/Neemia2 (accessed on April 27 2013).

37 Cyrus' decree of 539 BC. (Ezra 1:1-4); the decree of Darius from 519 BC. (Ezra 5:3-7) and that of Artaxerxes to
Ezra in 457 BC (Ezra 7:11-16), apud J. McDowell, Testimonies that Demand a Verdict, 182. As McDowell points
out the decree of Nehemiah 2 is the only one that provided for the restoration of Jerusalem, not just the Temple, as
the other orders provided, apud J. McDowell, Testimonies that demand a verdict, 184.

3% In the Hebrew calendar this decree was issued on 1 Nisan 3316.

% To convert a calendar date from the Hebrew format to the Julian calendar format (and if necessary to the
Gregorian calendar) we recommend Rosetta Calendar, http://www.rosettacalendar.com/ (accessed on April 27, 2013)
and CalendarHome.com, http://www.calendarhome.com/converter/ (29 April 2013).

* For more details regarding this scheme, we recommend the already mentioned book: Sir Robert Anderson, The
Coming Prince.

*'These days correspond to leap years. Normally, we should have added 119 days to the 476 years (476/4=119), but
it is known that in order to calculate correctly within the Julian calendar, three days must be subtracted every 400
years.

2 Or 6 Nisan 3792 (according to the Hebrew calendar) and 4 April 32 AD. (according to the Gregorian calendar). 32
AD also corresponds to the remark emphasized by the evangelist Luke in 3:23, where we are told that at the time of
the beginning of his activity, the Messiah was almost 30 years old, so it is understood that he was still 29 years old,
his activity lasting approximately 3 and a half years reaches AD 32.

43173.800 : 365 (days in a solar year) = 467 years and 24 days, the demo can be followed through below: 173.880 : 365 =
476. From these 140 days we must subtract 116 days (for leap years), so 24 remain.

1460

=2788

2555

=2330

2190

=140 (days)
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Therefore, the 69 weeks (that is the 483 prophetic years) spoke exactly about the entry of the
Lord Jesus into Jerusalem, which was fulfilled after at least 197 years.*

It is absolutely amazing how the prophecy in Dan. 9:25 had in mind the exact day when the Lord
Jesus was to enter Jerusalem as King. Moreover, to this promise in Dan. 9 is joined by that of Zech.
9:9-10, in which the elements used by the Messiah to enter Jerusalem as King are specified in luxurious
detail, even the animal that will carry Him being foreshadowed. Moreover, in Luke 19:42 we are told that
the day of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was a unique day for its inhabitants because it was “the day of their
searching/ conviction.” However, this day went unnoticed by everyone, including the priests who were
quoting from Dan. 9:24-27 they were not careful enough to understand the time of fulfillment.

The prophecy further stated that at the end of the 69th week, and before the beginning of the 70th
week, two absolutely distinct events will happen, namely:

(1) The Messiah will be “cut off” and will have nothing;

(2) Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed (Dan. 7:26).

2.2. ,,Casting out/ Expelling” of the Messiah

The crucifixion of the Messiah, as it is extremely well known, was on the Friday following the
Sunday of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, more precisely on April 11, 32 AD.* The prophecy states that the
Messiah will be cut off, that is, he will have a cursed death, or in the Hebrew culture whoever was
crucified was considered cursed. Moreover, the manner in which the Jews tried to “get rid” of the Messiah
at all costs confirms that they considered Him as a “cast-out”.

Although, at first sight it can be considered that the prophecy of Dan. 9:26 describes two
contradictory events, it mentions both the "cutting off" of the Messiah and the fact that he “will have
nothing.” This "eradication" implies by definition eradication or total destruction. How is it possible for
someone to be "cut off" and yet “have nothing”? This explicitly foretold that the Messiah, although he
died, yet on the third day rose from the dead and therefore had nothing. Briggs, even emphasizes that the

blessed end of this promise is the resurrection that will come after the “removal of the Messiah.”*

2.3. The Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple

Returning to the moment when the Messiah entered Jerusalem in glory, let us note that one of the
most amazing things was the way Jesus brought the promise from Dan. 9:26 into reality, concerning the
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. He declared: “For days will come upon you when your enemies
will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, and

your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because

“The prophecy of Dan. 9:24-27 dates from 165 BC. Hr., apud J. McDowell, Testimonies that call for a verdict, 186.
So, until the fulfillment of the first part of it, namely the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, at least 197 years passed
(165+32), and until the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple 267 years.

0r on 11 Nisan 3792 (Hebrew calendar) and on 9 April 32 AD (Gregorian calendar), apud Rosetta Calendar,
http://www.rosettacalendar.com/ (accessed on April 29, 2013).

“ Briggs, Messianic Prophecy, 426.
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you did not know the time of your visitation.” (Luke 19:43-44) The similarities between the promise in
Dan. 9:26 and Luke 19:43- 44 are striking:

v Both state that the destruction of the Temple will take place after the Lord's entry into Jerusalem,
respectively at the end of the 69 weeks and before the beginning of the 70th week.

v Both highlight that Jerusalem, respectively the Temple, will be destroyed by a force external to the
Jews, more precisely by “the people of a coming lord” (Dan. 9:26b), respectively by “your enemies”
(Luke 9:43a);

v The destruction of the city is emphasized by both passages: “he will destroy the city and the Holy
Place and its end will be like a flood... and together with it there will be desolations*”” (Dan. 9:26b),
respectively “they will make you one with the earth, and they will not leave in you one stone upon
another" (Luke 19:44).

The fulfillment of this promise took place in AD 70, when the Roman emperor Titus (“the lord
who came”) sent an army that completely destroyed both the Temple and the entire city of Jerusalem.
Therefore, everything that was foretold regarding the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple was clearly
fulfilled in history. Next, we will address the expectations related to the events described in the 70th

week.

2.4. Expectations regarding the promise in Dan. 9:27

The time from the end of the 69th week until the beginning of the 70th week is kept as a
“mystery”. Historically, the present time of mankind can be placed somewhere between the 69th week,
which has been completed for a long time, and before the beginning of the 70th week. This period of time
can also be called the “time of the Gentiles”, a special time for the non-Jews to accept the Messiah as
Lord and Savior, that is, the period of the Church of Jesus Christ. When this period ends, grace will be

taken from the Gentiles and moved back to the Jews and the 70th week will begin.*

Therefore, this “last” week within the prophecy presents several extremely important
eschatological events for the entire Universe and are highlighted in the last part of v.26. We are told that
“it is decided that the war will last until the end, and with it, the desolations.” Therefore, the passage
emphasizes that the Temple in Jerusalem will remain destroyed, until a “determined” time, that is, until
the time of the “end”. Verse 27 points out that in the time of the end there will come a universal leader -
introduced in the passage by the personal pronoun “He” - who will “make a lasting covenant with many
for one week.” The terms of this covenant will be observed by both parties until “the middle of the week,”
when this ruler “will cause the sacrifice and the meat offering to cease.”

Appearance of the Antichrist —v. 27

From the beginning we must emphasize that verse 27 presents a lord distinct from the one in v.25

(who is the Messiah), from the one in v.26 (emperor Titus) and especially from the one highlighted in

“"The promise of the desolation of the “house of Israel” is taken up by the Lord Jesus in Matt. 23:38, when he states
that because their refusal to come under the “divine wings”, “their house will be left desolate”.
* Daniel Branzei, "The 70 Weeks" in the Prophetic Bible series, http:/semnelevremurilor.wordpress.com/biblia-

profetic/cele-70-de-saptamani/ (accessed April 29, 2013).
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Dan. 8:9-1 and 11:21-35 (Antiochus IV*). Then, in order to highlight the identity of this leader, it is
important to analyze some expressions within the verse, which highlight the context in which he will
come, namely:

v ,,The everlasting covenant” — implies the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem and the acceptance
of many people to enter into partnership with this leader;

v ,,The sacrifice and the gift of food” - highlights the way in which this leader will have access to the
religious activities in the Temple;

v ,,0n the wing of idolatrous abominations” along with the reconfirmation of this expression brought
by Jesus in Matt. 24:15, which states that the “abomination of desolation” will be “placed in the Most
Holy Place”, emphasizes the manner in which this leader will desacralize even the Most Holy Place in the
Temple, into which he will introduce idolatry.

Taking into account all these characteristics, it is not difficult to state that this leader will be the
Antichrist, called in Revelation: “the beast” (Revelation 13:1-18), and in 2 Thessalonians: “the man of
lawlessness” or “the son of perdition” (2 Thess. 2:3-4). This will be an extremely prominent leader who
will emerge from the Hebrew context in the time of the end.

To state what is the exact identity of the Antichrist (that is, to state what his name is or other
similar details) represents more of a speculation than a study, a fact that does not suit the character of the
present thesis at all. What we can emphasize is that the Antichrist will rise among the Jews (even if we
have no evidence that he is a pure-blood Jew), that he will be accepted by them and for three and a half
years (half of the week™) he will bring unprecedented prosperity. During this time the Temple in
Jerusalem will be rebuilt, a fact demonstrated by the covenant that will be accepted by "many" and will be
an "eternal" one. But in the middle of the week (after these three and a half years), he will enter the
Temple and declare himself as God (2 Thess. 2:4), coming "on the wing of idolatrous abomination"*'. He
will forbid the sacrifice and the gift of food; he will enter the Holy of Holies and then he will produce all
the devastating events presented in the book of Revelation. The time in which he will "rule" (Rev. 13:7) in
this way will be limited, namely: three and a half years (the other half of the week - Dan. 9:27),
respectively the 24 months (Rev. 13 :5). After exactly three and a half years, the Antichrist's fate is sealed,
as the Messiah who is in control, will bring upon him a "certain destruction" (Dan. 9:27), "at the

appearing of His coming," destroying him "with the breath of His mouth" (2Thess. 2:8).

Pastor Prof. Dr. CaLEB OTNIEL TRAIAN NECHIFOR,
Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar & “Pro Deo” Theoretic Christian Highschool,
Cluj-Napoca

#Jill Shannon, A Prophetic Calendar: The Feasts of Israel, Destiny Image Publishers, U.S.A., 2009, 230.

% One week being the equivalent of 7 years, as I have already demonstrated.

>! More details regarding this fact can be found in Rev. 13:6-8. He will demand worship from all the inhabitants of
the earth (Rev. 13:8).
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ISATIAH 9:6-7 — THE PEARL OF MESSIANIC PROPHECIES

Summary

In a careful reading of the Old Testament, we notice that the message of the prophets of the Old
Testament period was also directed towards the coming of the Messiah who, at the appointed time, will
establish the kingdom of God on earth. One of these prophets was Isaiah, who was God's messenger for
about 64 years (740-680 BC). During that time, Israel was taken into captivity and the Kingdom of Judah
was invaded by Sennacherib, the king of Assyria. These two events indicated the danger of the dissolution
of Israel as a state but also the dissipation of messianic hopes. And in the message of the prophet Isaiah,
one can easily distinguish the approach of a world kingdom of peace. Whose King will be

the Messiah (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Key words: prophecy, Messiah, Isaiah, Kingdom of God.

Introduction

Holy Scripture represents the inspired and infallible Word of God. It is a prophetic book. The
Holy Scripture is different from other books in the world, because on its pages there are stories from the
past, present and future. Prophecy occupies an important place in the Word of God, approximately 27% of
the entire Bible contains prophetic messages. Of the 39 books of the Old Testament, 17 are prophetic
books and almost all other books of the Old Testament contain a large number of passages that refer to
various prophecies. In the Old Testament there are 1239 prophecies, and in the New Testament there are

578 prophecies.

The prophets of the Old Testament were people raised by God in difficult times of apostasy and
moral decay. They addressed the nation of Israel in particular, criticizing its decay, announcing its
discipline by punishment, exhorting it to repentance and announcing the future glory that God preserves

for them in history.

One of these Old Testament prophets was Isaiah. Merrill F. Unger, says about the prophet Isaiah:
,...he is the greatest of the Jewish prophets and orators. The splendor and precision of his expression, the
richness and beauty of the images, the wide horizon and the harmonious style give him a special place
among the prophets. He was rightly called: "Prince of the prophets from the Old Testament". He was
rightly considered the "Evangelist of the Old Testament" and by the Church Fathers, the prophet Isaiah
was the instrument chosen by God to give the world immersed in darkness the most luminous book of
Messianic prophecy. This designation is due to the fact that the book was written under divine inspiration,
the book that bears his name in both the Hebrew and Christian canons, which translated means
providential: "Salvation is of the Lord." The book contains many references to the life and work of the
Messiah. It was written by the prophet Isaiah somewhere between 701 and 681 BC, so about 700 years
before the events referred to by the prophet inspired by the Holy Spirit, who mentions in his book about
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the birth, death, resurrection, ascension , the return of the Messiah. Other prophets who lived during
Isaiah's time were: Micah and Hosea.

We know nothing about his father, Amos, but we know about Isaiah that he was married (Is. 7:3)
and had two children: Shear Yashub - "A remnant will return" and Maher-Salal- Haz-Baz - " Haste from
the prey, throw yourself upon the prey" (Is. 8:3). His wife was also a prophetess. It is debatable whether
Isaiah was of priestly descent. His entrance into the Temple would seem to indicate this (Is. 6:6 compared
with 2 Chronicles 26:18). The 53 chapters are well known, in which the sufferings of the Messiah and His
glorious resurrection are described; and chapter 61, was read by the Lord Jesus Christ in the synagogue in
Nazareth and mentioned by the Evangelist Luke, here in this chapter the prophet Isaiah presents the work

of the Messiah.

Here is what he mentions about the prophecies in the Book of Isaiah "God Question", an online
Bible study application:

More than any other book in the Old Testament, Isaiah focuses on the salvation that will come
through the Messiah. The Messiah will one day reign in righteousness and justice (Isaiah 9:7; 32:1). The
Messiah's reign will bring peace and security to Israel (Isaiah 11:6-9). Through the Messiah, Israel will be
a light to all nations (Isaiah 42:6; 55:4-5). The Messiah's kingdom on earth (Isaiah chapters 65-66) is the
goal toward which the entire book of Isaiah is moving. During the Messiah's reign, God's righteousness
will be fully revealed to the world. In an apparent paradox, the book of Isaiah also presents the Messiah as
one who will suffer. Isaiah chapter 53 vividly describes the Messiah suffering for sin. Through His
wounds healing is accomplished. Through His suffering our transgressions are taken away. This apparent
contradiction is resolved in the Person of Jesus Christ. In His first coming, Jesus was the suffering servant
of Isaiah chapter 53. At His second coming, Jesus will be the conquering and ruling King, the Prince of

Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

Before developing the main ideas that come to argue the title of this paper, I will make some

references regarding the prophecies.

The importance of prophecy

A definition of prophecy can also be the following, announcing, foretelling an event or events
before they take place. Chuck D. Pierce defined prophecy that it "speaks to us of what is in the mind and
heart of God, as those things are revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. Prophecy is the outpouring of the heart

and very nature of God."

As for the prophet, this is the one who receives revelations from God (dreams, visions,
messages). In the Hebrew language the term for "prophet" is "nabi". In the light of the Holy Scriptures,
we have the following terms for the notion of prophet: prophet - the one called to speak in the name of
God, "nabi" - Jer 1:7, 15, 19. This word has Akkadian origin. He shows the objective, the active work as a
messenger of God, sent to speak the Word of God. And "seer", which shows the subjective element, the

way in which the prophet receives divine revelation.
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Regarding the message that a prophet must have, he fulfills three functions, according to
Trandafir Sandru, namely: first of all, to interpret the Law for the people (Deut. 18, Is. 58:1; Mal. 4: 4).
The prophet had to show the people their sins and call them to repentance; to show him the transgressions

of the commandments of the Law and the return to their fulfillment.

Secondly, he foretold the future and the events related to Israel, the Gentiles and the coming of
the Messiah, and the activities of many prophets were related to the historical events of his time, they had
the mission of showing how the events and duties of the people would proceed. The prophets announced
the judgment, the salvation and the Kingdom of the Messiah. Thirdly, they were called in times of
apostasy to return the people to God (2 Chron. 21:6; Ezek. 3:17; 33:7). The prophet Elijah, in the time of
the idolatrous king Ahab and his wife Jezebel, becomes a fierce fighter against idolatry and, like a

trumpet, sounds the awakening, calling the people to the true God (1 Kings 17).

An important aspect about Holy Scripture is that it reveals God's self-revelation through His
attributes. First of all, He is All-Knowing (Is. 46:9, 10, 11b). Henry C. Thiessen asserted about God
that,,...he is infinite in knowledge. He knows Himself and all things perfectly, from eternity, whether
things actually happen, whether they are only possible, whether they are past, present, or future. He
knows things directly, simultaneously, exhaustively (correctly) and accurately." Second, He is Almighty
(Ps. 115:3). Floyd H. Barackman believes that "...this quality gives God all power, including the ability to
carry out His plan. He is God Almighty (Gen. 17:1)". Thirdly, he is Faithful (Num. 23:19b; Ps. 138:2).
According to Millard Erickson "God keeps all his promises. This is a function of His unlimited power and
ability. Thus, He could never undertake to do something of which He would ultimately prove to be
incapable." Fourthly, he is a watchman (Jer. 1:11,12). Wayne Grudem believes that "God watched over
the progress of time as the events unfolded in His creation. Then, at the right time "when the fullness of

time had come", God sent his Son into the world."

Classification of prophecies
From the perspective of addressing the prophetic message, a division of the prophecies can be as
follows: regarding Israel; regarding different peoples; with regard to all mankind; regarding the unfolding

of the events of history; concerning different cities (Isaiah 17); and regarding the Messiah.

The messianic prophecies are somewhere around 332 prophecies. The role of these prophecies
was to prepare the Jewish people for the coming of the Messiah and also to help identify the Messiah
(Luke 24:25-27, 44; John 5:39). Petru Popovici affirms: "These messianic prophets are not only
numerous, but go into such detail that reason is forced to believe the truth of the Scriptures." (...) The

fulfillment of these prophecies in the Lord Jesus shows that He was the Christ".

The message of the prophecies of the Old Testament reveals Christ the Lord, showing His
importance and superiority. All these prophecies constitute a strong proof of His divinity, of the purpose
of His coming. These prophecies include aspects of: His birth, His nature, His mission, His ministry, His

passions, His death, His resurrection, His ascension and His return.
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The fulfilled prophecies about the person of the Lord Jesus Christ determine three fundamental
truths: Jesus Christ is the Son of God; Jesus Christ is the awaited Messiah and the Bible, the book of
prophecies, is true. The apostle John said: "Jesus did many other signs before his disciples that are not
written in this book. But these things were written that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son

of God; and believing, you may have life in His Name." (John 20:30-31)

The message of hope - Isaiah 9:6-7

The prophet Isaiah had a very special message in his book, "For unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given, and the kingdom shall be upon His shoulder; They will call him: "Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Father of the Eternal, Lord of Peace." (Is. 9:6) Further, the prophet Isaiah mentions: "He will
cause His kingdom to increase, and an endless peace He will give to the throne of David and to his
kingdom, He will strengthen it and support it by judgment and righteousness, from now and forever; this
is what the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do." (Is. 9:7) This message transmitted by the prophet Isaiah
remained a mystery until the coming of Jesus Christ. The message of the prophet Isaiah was clear because
he announced the coming of a world leader and a world kingdom in the messianic age, an aspect that only
became evident after the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, so the prophet had spoken of none
other than his Son God, a confession that the apostle John records in his Gospel, a confession that Martha
makes: "I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who was supposed to come into the world."

(John 11:27) and after which Israel longs.

That is why it is necessary to dwell on a few things in the text that could only be better
understood after the first coming of Christ, before dwelling on the meanings hidden in the Messianic
names in the passage mentioned above. First of all, we have in mind the birth of the Messiah: "For unto
us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given...". It is a prophetic message that causes the people of Israel to
be attentive to the coming of the Messiah, that's why since the time of Isaiah, every mother in the people
of Israel had the desire to be the mother of this savior of Israel. And after the birth of Jesus Christ in
Bethlehem of Judea and the fulfillment of the prophecy was a sure thing, it was not only about the birth of
a world leader "...a Child was born to us...", but also about the incarnation of the Son of God in the world
that He created it "...a son was given to us". Both statements in Isaiah's prophetic message describe the
humanity and divinity of Jesus of Nazareth. Regarding His humanity there are several proofs including:
Jesus was born like men (Gal. 4:4; Mat. 1:18-2:11; Lk. 1:30-38; 2:1-20; Rom. 1:3); He had a human
development (Lk. 2:40, 52); he had the essential elements of human nature: body (Mat. 26:12), soul (Mat.
26:38) and spirit (Lk. 23:46); he had experiences specific to the human being: He felt tired from the
journey (John 4:6), hungry (Matt. 4:2), thirsty (John 19:28), slept (Matt. 8:24), was tempted (Heb. 2:18;
4:15).

And some proofs regarding His divinity are as follows.

A first aspect is that His divinity was highlighted through the works performed (Matt. 8:27;
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John 11:25-26); the power to forgive people's sins, only God possesses this power (Mk. 2:5, 10-12; Lk.
7:47-50); accepted the worship that is reserved for God alone (Ex. 20:2-3; Deut. 6:4; John 20:28; Rev.
19:10). Another aspect is that His divinity is observed from the attitude of the Savior: He declared
Himself equal with God the Father (John 5:18; 10:30); He identified Himself with God (John 8:58; 17:11)
and a final aspect of His divinity is that it follows from His perfection (Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22). In
Thiessen's opinion, the two natures of Christ are indissolubly united and therefore: the person of Christ is
theanthropic, but not His nature; the two natures or substances form a personal existence also called
hypostatic union; the union of the two natures includes human qualities and deeds as well as divine ones;

ensures the presence everywhere of both His divinity and His humanity.

Secondly, we have in mind the Kingdom of the Messiah "...and the kingdom will be on His
shoulder..." (Is. 9:6). This expression has both prophetic and practical significance. Moreover, Isaiah
prophesied that this son of Israel will rule from Jerusalem, and his impact will be worldwide (Is. 2:3-4).
An aspect that is also reinforced by the apostle John in his book, Revelation, the last book of the Bible, in
which it is mentioned what an angel of God proclaims regarding the fact that the kingdom of the world

has been placed in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ, and He will reign over you forever (Rev. 11:15).

Next, the character of the Messiah can be noted from what the prophet Isaiah says: "...They will
call him..." (Is. 9:6) from the names he bore. The meaning of Jewish names has a connotation full of
meaning, because each name contains a very important message and by the fact that it presents the
character of the one who carries it, but at the same time the destiny of the one who is called to fulfill it can
be glimpsed. For example, Jacob means "he who clings to the heel, deceiver", because at one point he
stole his twin brother Esau's birthright. Later, Jacob's name was changed by God to Israel, which means
"God fights". Another example of a name is that of the prophet Elijah which means "Yahweh is God", a
destiny that can be clearly seen when all the people of Israel are gathered on Mount Carmel and who have
come to this conviction that they are standing in the presence of the true God. But let's take as an example
the name of the prophet Isaiah, which means "Jahweh saves". Therefore, the Names that were given to
Jesus of Nazareth are actually both a description and a characterization of the Servant-Ruler who left the
glory of heaven to incarnate and redeem humanity from the state of sin but also to establish the Kingdom

to God.

The evangelist Luke records that in the name of Jesus Christ we are saved (Acts 4:12). And the
apostle Paul reinforces this by stating that every Christian must live and testify in this name (Col. 3:17),
but before this name every knee will bow whether in heaven, on earth or under the earth, all confessing
that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:9-11). That is why it is very important to understand the meanings of the
name that Isaiah prophesied more than 600 years before the incarnation of Jesus Christ - the Messiah. So
the compound names used by the prophet Isaiah regarding the Messiah are "descriptive" pointing to the
character and work of the Servant of God, the Son of God who came into our world to become the Son of

Man.
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The first name is "Wonderful Counselor" which literally means "a wonderful counselor".
"Wonderful" - "Pele" meaning "extraordinary thing, hard to understand". This term is also used in Psalm
139:6: "Such wonderful knowledge is above my power: it is too high for me to lay hold of." The prophet
Isaiah states that the coming of the Child-Son will be a miracle. This is a characterization not only of what
He will do, but also of what He will be. He himself, through the work carried out, will surpass the limit of
our understanding. And "Counselor", is used to describe an emperor who advises his subjects or people.
In this sense, the prophet Micah also uses it: "But why are you crying out so loudly now? Didn't you have
an emperor? You no longer have a counselor, why are you in pain like a woman in childbirth?” (Micah
4:9). So Isaiah prophesies about the coming of a Counselor who will bring deliverance for the sorrows
and troubles of this fallen world from the presence of God. And in Jerusalem they will receive the advice
they need (Is. 2:3; 11:2; 28:29). At twelve years old, Jesus of Nazareth entered the Temple in Jerusalem,
where he talked with the wise men of the people who were amazed by the wisdom he had
(Lk. 2:46-47). His wisdom was to those who listened to him a source of amazement mingled with
bewilderment (Matt. 11:54). Even the apostle Paul would say later that in Jesus Christ all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge are hidden (Col. 2:3).

The second name is "Mighty God" - "El-Gibor", which is also a compound name. Here "He" is
the singular form of the name "Elohim", God the Creator. Sometimes it is used with the meaning of
"important people or even other gods" (John 10:34), in the Old Testament it is used to identify the living
and true God as the prophet Isaiah uses it in Isaiah 31:3. The second name is "Strong" - "Gibor" which
means "power, strength, heroism". The prophet Isaiah presents it: "A remnant, the remnant of Jacob, shall
return to the mighty God" (Is. 10:21). This is also how Moses describes God: "For the Lord, your God, is
the God of gods, the Lord of lords, the great, powerful and fearful God" (Deut. 10:17). In another section
of his prophetic book, Isaiah reveals to us how this divine power will be manifested (Is. 61:1-3). At the
beginning of His ministry, Jesus Christ opened the scroll of the book of Isaiah and read in the synagogue
in Nazareth, revealing Himself: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to
preach the Gospel to the poor; He sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach release to the captives, and
recovery of sight to the blind; to release the oppressed and to announce the year of the Lord's mercy." (Lk.
4:18-19) Then he closed the book and gave it to the caretaker saying: "...Today these words from the
Scripture that you heard were fulfilled." (Lk. 4:21) But the disciple Nicodemus also realized who Jesus
Christ is (John 3:2).

The disciples of Jesus also realized this (Mat. 8:27; 16:16). And Mary Magdalene realized that he
was freed from the power of the evil one (Lk. 8:2). Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus had a very
special encounter when he felt this and his life was changed once and for all by Jesus Christ (Acts 9), and
later he declared without hesitation: "I can do all things in Christ which strengthens me." (Phil. 4:13)
Jesus Christ was still "El- Gibor" before His birth from the virgin Mary. Holy Scripture tells us that all
things were made through Him (John 1:3; Col. 1:16). He had the same power during His earthly life:
power over nature (Lk. 5:1-11), power over diseases (Matt. 9:18-26), power over demons (Lk. 8:26-39 ),
power over sins (Mk. 2:3-12) and power over death (1 Cor. 15:1-19). Moreover, through the works that
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benefited the suffering and helpless among the people, a public power was manifested, as the apostle
Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost: "Men of Israel, listen to these words! On Jesus of Nazareth, a
Man vindicated by God before you by the miracles, signs and works full of power that God did through
him in your midst, as you well know;" (Acts 2:22). This power that the Lord Jesus Christ had and
manifested in full was the validation of His divinity (John 20:30-31). A power that the apostle Peter talks
about in his first epistle that guards us today and preserves us for eternity: "You are guarded by the power

of God, through faith, for salvation ready to be revealed in the later times!" (1 Pet. 1:5).

The third name given to him is "Father of the Eternal." A name that far surpasses the name given
to Abraham, who is the father of the Jewish people. In the ancient language the expression "father of ..."
denoted possession. It should be noted that here in the prophetic message that Isaiah had, the Messiah is at
the same time "a son has been given to us" but also the "Father of the Eternals", who became a child
through incarnation, but He has always been the "Father of the Eternals", and how states William
MacDonald, He is the Source of eternity, but also offers eternal life to all who believe in Him. Which
implies some aspects that we have to take into account. He dwells in holiness but has an eternal dwelling,
and he has in mind the broken and humble man (Is. 57:15). His name is eternal, with this name the

faithful will bless each other (Ps. 72:17-19). The Lord Jesus Christ is the source of life (Rev. 21:6-7).

All these denote the eternity of the Messiah, but at the same time they highlight certain divine
attributes. The Lord Jesus Christ is pre-existent, as Moses presents him: "Before the mountains were born
and before the earth and the world were made, from eternity to eternity, You are God!" (Ps. 90:2) He is
self-sufficient, even Moses introduces him as "Jehovah" - "I am that I am" in Exodus 3, which shows that

God exists outside of creation, but always equal to himself and sufficient in itself.

The evangelist John presents in his gospel an episode from the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in
which his divinity is confirmed. It is a discussion that the Lord Jesus had with the Jews, in which He
declared that God is His Father, and the Jews affirmed that they are the sons of Abraham. Next, Lord
Jesus draws their attention that if it is as they claim, they should do the deeds of Abraham. The Jews felt
offended, and they answer him with an allusion to the "disputable" birth that He had: "We are not children

born of fornication; we have one Father: God." (John 8:41).

The claim of the Jews is combated by the Lord Jesus with a statement that demonstrates their
status to Him and to God, associating their paths and behaviors with the "father of lies" which is the devil
(John 8:42-44), Maier Gerhard, specifies here that the devil coordinates and influences their behavior. The
Lord Jesus tells them that their connection with Abraham was only of a physical nature, but from a
spiritual point of view, they were sons of the devil. The Lord Jesus further declares: "Truly, truly, I say to
you, if anyone keeps My word, he will never see death." (John 8:51). This statement of the Lord Jesus
disturbs the Jews who said of the Lord Jesus that he is a Samaritan and has a devil, because Abraham died
and the prophets also died, considering themselves greater than Abraham. Lord Jesus answers them that
he is not looking for his glory, but God the Father glorifies him, because he knows him and fulfills his

word compared to them. But He does not stop here, but further declares that Abraham jumped for joy

26



when he saw His day. And this statement denotes that the Lord Jesus is somewhere outside of history,
showing that Abraham had prophetic revelations regarding His person and work. These words spoken by
the Lord Jesus make the Jews even more perplexed and skeptical (John 8:52-57). Then the Lord gives
them a reply: "Truly, truly, I say to you that before Abraham was born, I am." (John 8:58). Even if it
seems a mistake in appearance, the statement being a reality of His existence outside the space-time
coordinates, because He has no past and future, but everything is in a continuous and permanent present,
as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews declares: "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and

today and forever!" (Heb. 13:8).

The fourth name is "Lord of Peace" - "Sar Shalom" and in MacDonald's opinion it means "the
one who finally brings peace to this troubled world". The prophet Isaiah presents the theme of His
glorious kingdom. It is God's ultimate purpose with men. The Messiah being the mediator between God
and men: "But He was pierced for our sins, bruised for our transgressions. The punishment that gives us
peace fell upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. We all went astray like sheep, each went his own
way, but the Lord made the iniquity of us all fall upon Him." (Is. 53:5-6). He came to restore all things in
a Kingdom of peace (Acts 3:21). A Kingdom that the apostle Paul also speaks of as the hope of the entire
creation (Rom. 8:16-23). The kingdom of God represents the eternal reign of God in contrast to the
earthly reign, and its finality is a universal one, it is not one limited only to the Jewish people, it does not
have only a vague hope for the future, but is linked to the person of Jesus Christ and the mission Saddle.
But until the establishment of the future Kingdom, the Lord of peace can bring His reign in the hearts of
the believers who follow Him: peace in the midst of life's trials (John 14:27); peace in the process of
spiritual growth and maturation (1 Thess. 5:23); peace having the final
perspective (Rom. 16:20); peace in interpersonal relationships (Eph. 4:3) and peace as a feature of the

Fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

Conclusion

The prophets were men of God with a special calling, in the prophetic messages they received
from God they also dealt with the contemporary problems of the society in which they lived. But they
also announced events from the near future or the distant future regarding the exile, the return from exile,
the coming of the Messiah, the return of the nations to God, the Day of the Lord. All these are parts of the
eternal plan established by God even before the foundation of the world. Messianic prophecies had an

important role in preparing the coming of the Messiah.

The first prophecy we encounter in the Holy Scriptures is in Genesis 3:15, here it is mentioned
about the coming of the Messiah, it was spoken by God Himself, in the word of the curse spoken to the
snake: "I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed and her seed. It will crush your
head and you will crush its heel." In this verse is related the first mention of the human genealogy of the
Lord Jesus Christ where it is said about Him that He is "the seed of the woman". And through the prophet

Isaiah, God announced: "For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the kingdom shall be
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upon His shoulder; They will call him: "Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Father of the Eternal, Lord
of Peace." "" (Is. 9:6) All these names mentioned and attributed to the Lord Jesus Christ, show the power
of God manifested through the miracles he performed, the divine wisdom he had, the eternity of his being,

and the title he carried of "Lord of peace" indicates the character of His kingdom.

Pastor Prof. Dr. GaBi IZSAK,
Philadelphia Church Melbourne & Director at Philadelphia Theological Seminary
& CB President of BPR from AUS & NZL
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EMMANEL - GOD BEING AND DWELLING WITH US

Biblical texts for reference: Isa 7:14 (NKJV) and Mat 1:22-23
“Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive

and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isa 7:14).

“So, all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying: ,, BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD,
AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL,” which is
translated, ** God with us.” (Mat 1:22-23)

This speech will start by exploring how this Messianic prophesy (Isa 7:14) fits in its Isaia’s
context as a typological rather than predictive fulfilment in the view of the early chapters of Mathew;
then will explore the miraculous birth of Messiah and the ,,sign” given by God in this prophesy and will

conclude by presenting some of the hidden treasures in the meaning of the name Immanuel.

Introduction.

I will start with the opinion that Spurgeon said of this passage, that it is said to be “One of the
most difficult in all the Word of God. It may be so; I certainly did not think it was until I saw what the
commentators had to say about it, and I rose up from reading them perfectly confused.” 1 am not
pretending to do any better in my speech —than confuse you, but may the Holy Spirit reveal to each of us

the beauty treasures about the God and Messiah that are hidden in this Biblical text.

If we were to focus our research just on the prophesy from Isa 7:14 without reading the
interpretation given by the Gospel of Mathew, chapters 1-2, will most likely end up with the same sad
result mentioned by Spurgeon — confusion. For the correct understanding of this prophecy and its
Messianic fulfilment, we must have a broader view of the subject and need to be familiar with all the
details given in Isaia chapters 7-9 and look at it in parallel with the fulfilment interpretation about
Immanuel, from Matthew chap 1-2. The main topics of concern in this text (Isa 7:14), that were raised by
scholar interprets were related about:*®

1) the possibility of this prophesy being fulfilled during the reign of king Ahaz, then

2) questions were raised about the status of the women who would bear the child and of course, one more
issue, but not the last one,
3) up to what extent or limit will God be with us (in the OT, God's presence was in the tabernacle then in

the Holy place of the Temple which was built by king Solomon).

taken from the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit C. H. Spurgeon Collection “The Birth of Christ® Vol 40, Sermon
2392, pg. 1. chs2392.pdf (spurgeongems.org), accessed 08.06.2024.

30n this subject, see Mark Allan Powell, God With Us: A Pastoral Theology of Mathew's Gospel (Fortress Press:
Minneapolis, 1995), pg. 3-27; R. C. H. Lenski, Commentary on the New Testament: The Interpretation of St.
Matthew’s Gospel (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, reprint 2001 [1943]), 77; Leonhard Goppelt, Typos: the Typological
Interpretation of the Old Testament in the New, trans. Donald H. Madvid (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982), 18.
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The context in which the prophesy was given.

In its original Hebrew context, Isa 7:14 refers to the promise that Judah would be delivered from
the treat of the greater northern powers of Syria and Israel’ (Isa 7:1-2; 2Kings 16). Isaia assures Ahaz
that their imperial plans to conquer Judah will fail because of God's faithfulness. God gave him a sign
and promised a stunning reversal — the land of Syria and their alliance will be laid waste (Isa 7:1-7) before
the child of a young woman (¥9»_n-° almih) would reach the age of moral discernment (the ability to
judge well.). The child would be given a symbolic name, a short Hebrew sentence ¥ 111 X 7) Immanu-El)
corresponding to other symbolic names in the Isaiah book. Then in Isaiah 8:8, ,,Immanuel” is addressed as
already present. Matthew, however, understands Jesus to be the fulfilment of the whole Scripture

with irrespective affirmations of their original meaning (Hebrew and Septuagint text).

The selection of this passage by Matthew is not arbitrary because he is drawn by four things that made it

appropriate:
1) The original prophesy is addressed to the “House of David” (Isa 7:2)

2) Matthew's faith affirms that Jesus is the one in whom the promised deliverance is realised, in and

through whom ,,God is with us.”

3) Since the LXX had translated ¥2»_71°) almah) with parthenos (mapbévog), which means ‘virgin', this
provided another point of contact for Matthew to identify Jesus in the Messianic prophesy of Isaia 1:14.
Matthew is using ten times formula quotations “it might be fulfilled” five of which are found in the birth
story (chap 1-2).

4) Matthew changes the LXX's second person singular in Isa 1:14 “you shall call” to third person plural
“they shall call.” While the Hebrew conception was that Messiah would save and be just with Israel,
Matthew refers to the “New people — born again” with whom God will have the continuing presence

among them and dwell with.

Going one step further in our research, I like to point out by affirming that this prophesy from
Isaia 7:14 and its fulfilment's description in the book of Matthew, contains heaps more information than
just the tribe of Judah protected by God from its enemies at that particular time, and it is more than a child

who was going to be miraculously born.

The deeper meaning of this onetime event reveals Jesus regarded by Christians as the Messiah of
the Hebrew prophecies and the saviour of humankind, who is coming to be and dwell with each of us.
Even though in Mathew 1:21 the angel gives the instruction that the name to be Jesus, there is no conflict
with the second name “Immanuel” which is interpreted God with us since to save people from sin is to

encounter God's saving presence. Since Jesus was not literary called Immanuel the prophesy fulfilment

*In this presentation I am concern with the text from Isaia 7:14 as it stands. For a discussion of the reductional
history of the text, see H. G. M. Williamson, “The Messianic Texts in Isaiah 1-39.” in King and Messiah in Israel
and Ancient near East (ed. John Day; JSOTSup 270; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1998), 244-49.
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points out that God’s presence is known in Jesus, Immanuel who saves His people and will dwell with
them.

Looking at the larger contextual description and details of the first text cited from Isaia 7:14,
could be observed that when Matthew speaks of the OT being fulfilled, he refers to typological rather
than predictive fulfillment. Typological interpretation had been employed earlier in Judaism, citing the
exodus as the model or ,,type” by which the OT prophets understood God's subsequent act of redemption
of Israel and Gentiles (cf. Isa 40-66) and became, in early Christianity, a basic key by which the
Scriptures were understood. ** While the Jews expectation for the most waited Messiah (Xpiotog -
Christos) will come to save His people — Israel, God had always planed and prepared through Mesiah the
salvation of the whole world. Typological fulfilment in the life of Jesus refers to the fullest expression of

a significant divinely intended pattern of events, not just once at a particular time.

Another important think that I would like to point out is that many authors have held the position
that Isaia 7:14 predicted the coming of Messiah in the near future.® On the other hand, critical scholars
have limited this prophesy as being fulfilled during the reign of Ahaz. But we must acknowledge that the
prophets wrote as they were inspired of the Holy Spirit, but did not understand the things that they were
writing about, and how that he was writing of a local instance, but yet it had a prophetic aspect towards
the future. And much of prophecy has a two-fold interpretation. They call it the near and the far
fulfilment. And this is true of much prophecy. In the near prophecy interpretation, many commentators
think that this was immediately fulfilled when a young woman in the royal household shortly married,
conceived a son, and unknowingly naming him “Immanuel. And by the time this child knows good from
evil, both these kings that have conspired against you will be wiped out, and that was true®’. In this near
prophesy interpretation, Isaia does predict the impending invasion of Judah. On the other hand, the
prophecy in its long-term was a prophecy of the birth of Jesus Christ — Messiah in that, "The Lord Himself

shall give you a sign."”

It was God's plan for Jesus to be conceived by the Holy Spirit, without man interference and the

woman bearing and giving birth will be a Parthenos.

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." We know
that Isaia 7:14 is a prophecy of Jesus Christ, because it is interpreted by the Holy Spirit in Matthew’s
gospel, chapter 1:23 as a prophecy. When it speaks there of how Mary and Joseph were engaged, before
they had any relations, Mary was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35), that it might be
fulfilled according to the word of the prophet Isaia. Matthew interprets this passage of scripture to be a

»E. E. Ellias, Biblical Interpretation in the New Testament Church, in Mikra: Text, Translation, Reading and
Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible in Ancient Judaism. Philadelphia, Fortress, 1988, 173.

>6Justin Martyr, First Apology, chap.33 (ANF 1:174). Irinaeus, Against Heresies 21.4 (ANF 1:452). Origen, Robert
Gundry, Edward J. Young, George Soares, Daniel Schibler, etc).

"Both Pekah and Rezin are going to get wiped out. They’ll no longer be reigning over Syria and over Samaria
within twelve or thirteen years (before this boy came to eat solid food, Israel and Syria were to be defeated).
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prophecy of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. Now, the Hebrew scholar Jensen® who has written a Hebrew
lexicon and is recognized as one of the outstanding Hebrew scholars has suggested that the Hebrew word
here translated virgin should be translated "a young maiden." You know why he suggests that? Because he
said he doesn’t believe in miracles, and it will be a miracle for a virgin to have a child. And so that’s why
he said, and that’s why he translates this young maiden. Well, what so much of a sign about that? That
happens every day. It takes away the whole thrust of the scripture. But the prophesy states that, a virgin
shall conceive. The Greek word that was translated by these seventy scholars who translated the
Septuagint, the Greek version of the Old Testament 200 years before Christ, they chose to translate this
Hebrew word with a Greek word that can only mean virgin (parthenos).”® "Therefore, the Lord Himself

shall give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son."”

But going on step further, this sign is telling us that the child was not born like any other human
beings with the interference of man but be conceived by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35). This way the
hereditary transmission of the sin committed by Adam and Eve would be eliminated. Which means that,
in His human nature Jesus was born free of the Adamic sin, and during His earthly life He did not commit

sin at all — being the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

God being with us, has established God's reign already — but not yet completed.

While this verse (Isa 7:14) starts with the prophetic announcement of the supernatural
manifestations of the child's birth, it also is metaphorically describing the messianic work, namely,
establishing the presence of God with His people. In the first book of the NT, Matthew announces the
fulfilment of this prophesy “God with us” (Mat 1:23), and the same Gospel ends with the powerful
statement: “I am with you always” (28:20). This promise of omnipresence is part of a Matthean
Christological theme (1:23; 18:20; 28:20). In fact, Jesus is the presence of God in a sense similar to John
1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Here, Jesus is the incarnated ,,Word” (John 1:1) — God is
once again walking planet Earth. While the OT referred to God's actually dwelling in the Most Holy
Place in Jerusalem temple, it came to mean that once again, the glory of God was dwelling on planet
Earth. While Isaia has “you will call” which is in singular farm, Mathew has “they will call”, namely,
those who join the messianic community. The purpose thereby contemplates to observe the laying of the
open way for our re-union with God. It reveals the reality of the Incarnation — The uncontroverted
mystery of “God manifested in the flesh” (Bultman sees it a “risk God has taken™®
by giving up some of His Godly attributes (the glory, omnipresence, etc), and “taking the form of a

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men” (Phil 2:7).

>8 Joseph Jensen, Immanuel, in ABD 3:393.

> This is especially clear because the Old Testament never uses the word in a context other than virgin and because
the Septuagint translates it categorically virgin.

®Jiirgen Bultman, The Crucified God: The Cross of Christ as the foundation and criticism of Christian theology
(Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 1974), 87-107
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The Gospel of Matthew emphasizes the interpretation to bring out the fact that God's Son, now to
be born in flash, shall not only be Jesus — Saviour, but also God with us; he is the manifestation of God in
our midst. The promise of the name is fulfilled in Jesus “I am with you always” Mat 28:20) by his helpful
and saving presence with his people in their sorrow, their conflict with sin, and their struggle with death.
The coming of Jesus — God with us, not only fulfils the long waited ancient promise of God but marks the
advent of ,,something greater than the temple” (12:6) such that we may now say “God is with us” (1:23)

in a way that God has not been with us before.

The actual accomplishment of this purpose consequent upon our reception of Christ means the
actual union with God, a communion with Him as our Friend, Father, and final Joy. Matthew does not
present the coming of Jesus to establish of God's reign as now being complete. We must continue to pray
for God's kingdom to come and God's will to be done (6:10) when soon will arrive in its fullness, in
another sense not seen before.

“God with us” — The great secret of our Christian joy lies in this fact, that we believe in a
present, not in an absent Jesus; One who is Emmanuel — God with us. Try to get hold of that great fact of

our Lord’s presence, and then you will see what results flow from it.

The fact of our Lord’s abiding presence ought to make us brave — If God be for us, and with us,
who can be against us? No temptation need be too strong to be conquered, no difficulty need be too hard
to be overcome, by those who know that God is with them — Emmanuel. The promise of God's presence
inherent in the name Emmanuel is said to be fulfilled in the granting of the name Jesus with its new
inherent promise of salvation. Significantly, for Matthew the promise of salvation alone, rather than its
definitive accomplishment, is sufficient for recognition that God is with us: God is present where there is

hope for salvation.

Christ came as God with man.

In what sense then, is Christ GOD WITH US? Jesus is called Immanuel, or God with us, in his
incarnation; God with us, by the influences of his Holy Spirit, in the holy communion, in the preaching of
his word, in private prayer. And God with us, through every action of our life, that we begin, continue,
and end in his name. He is God with us, to comfort, enlighten, protect, and defend us, in every time of
temptation and trial, in the hour of death, in the day of judgment; and God with us and in us, and we with

and in Him, to all eternity.
The following can be said of this accomplished mission by Christ coming as God with man:

* It shows how low God bent down to save man; He added the nature of one of His own creatures to His

own divine nature, accepting the weaknesses, frailties and dependency that the creature experiences.

* It shows what a great miracle it was that God could add a human nature to His own and still remain

God.
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* It shows the compatibility between the unfallen human nature and the divine nature; that the two could

be joined shows that we are truly made in the image of God.

« It shows that we can come to Him; if He has come to us, then we can come to Him. Then, if Jesus Christ
be God with us, let us come to God without any question or hesitancy. Whoever you may be, you need no
priest or intercessor to introduce you to God, for God has introduced himself to you.

The fact of our Lord’s abiding presence ought to make us good to each other — Look on your fellowmen,

and learn from the incarnation to respect man, every man, as wearing the flesh which Jesus wears.
Conclusion

In giving this sign, the Lord had in mind the spiritual Israel and its enemies, the deliverance being
the redemption brought by the Messiah. This sign was now to be given and the prophecy fulfilled. And
they, not only His parents, but men and people that would know Him, especially those that would accept
His salvation, would call His name Emmanuel: God with us. These words were fulfilled in His person —
Jesus is the strong God, the almighty Lord, He is with us, not according to His condemning justice, but
according to His loving-kindness and tender mercies, “the Word was God,” and “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14). I have argued that Isaiah 7:14 refers to a child who will be born
during reign of king Ahaz and Matthew interprets this historical context in the birth and life of Jesus as
typological fulfilment. The chief characteristics of typological interpretation are very important in
understanding Matthew's meaning of the references and quotations of the OT. This seem to have been a
common method of interpretation to use ,fulfilment” language to point to typological-prophetic
fulfillment that God's eschatological rule has been inaugurated through the life, death and resurrection of

Jesus.

Presb. Prof. Dr. Traian IURESCU,

Romanian Pentecostal Church Betania Melbourne

& Philadelphia Melbourne Seminary and Sola Scriptura Batchelor
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BETHLEHEM IN THE LIFE OF A BELIEVER
(2 Sam. 23:15, 1 Sam. 16, Luca 2:15-16, Isaia 9 :6)

All the glory belongs to the Lord, and may the birth of Jesus Christ be useful to us. I would like to
share some thoughts about the meaning of Bethlehem in the life of every believer. I propose we make an
imaginary visit to Bethlehem. The shepherds said, let’s go to Bethlehem. In 2 Samuel chapter 23, we visit
Bethlehem, and at the gate of Bethlehem we see a well. David was at war against the Philistines, he was
extremely thirsty and had only one desire. And david asked, who will fetch me some water to drink from
the well at the gate of Bethlehem? We know about the war we are all fighting, which we see in Ephesians
chapter 6. In which we need to drink the water, refresh our spirit and overcome all our enemies. The Lord
Jesus Christ cried out on the day of the feast, Whoever thirsts and believes in me must come to me, and
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. So don’t forget about the well at the gate of Bethlehem
and that burning desire to drink the water and to be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. In this way we will

be victorious over the worldly system, over our flesh, over the devil and over all evil spirits.

In the second visit at Bethlehem we see a horn with annointing oil. God commanded the prophet
Samuel to go to Bethlehem and to take with him the horn filled with annointing oil. The elders and people
from the city asked, why has Samuel come to bethlehem? There took place a election and special
anointing of David. From that moment on, the Spirit of the Lord would come upon David and he would

win the wars in which he was fighting.

We also had our own Bethlehem, when we also took part in a election and a Holy annointing. In 1
Corinthians chapter 12, we see that there are different gifts, different ministries and different activities.
And all are from the same Spirit, we are all members in the body of Christ, and we all have different
works to be done. So therfore let not the Spirit of the Lord depart from us in all the works we do. Let’s
make a third visit to Bethlehem. From the east came a guiding and leading star. The wise men looked for
the star and followed after it. The star stopped over Bethlehem, over the babe. The star had done it’s job,
it had guided the wise men to the Lord Jesus, to baby Jesus. We also are a guiding and leading stars for
those who are in darkness, and we must lead them to the Lord Jesus. There is a beautiful verse in Daniel
12:3, ”Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to

righteousness

Like the stars forever and ever”. So I repeat, every single one of us has the calling to be a guiding
and leading star. We do not lead people to king Herods palace, neither do we lead them to religions, cults
and denominations. We lead people to the Lord Jesus Christ. In regards to this visit to bethlehem I would
like to remind you, the shepherds that went to Bethlehem had met with the Lord Jesus were praising the
Lord and and spoke to everyone about what they had seen and what they had heard. So for me personally,
Bethlehem tells me to be a guiding star for those who are in darkness. And therfore after my encounter
with the Lord Jesus, I will continue to praise and worship him and to tell others about the signs and

wonders he has done.
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There are many times Bethlehem is mention throughout the bible, I refered to only four Ideas,
four thoughts in regards to Bethlehem. But I would like for the last semnification, for our last visit to
Bethlehem to talk about the manger in which Jesus was born. In Luke chapter 2, the manger is mentioned
three times. The Lord Jesus humbled himeself and became obedient until death and even death of the

cross. The manger teaches me humblness and humility.

I end here and remind you all about the four encounters in regards to Bethlehem, for us to visit
regularly the well at the gate of Bethlehem, for us not to forget about the horn with the annointing oil,
about our election and ministries which the Lord has given us. Without having the Spirit of the Lord upon
us, our works have no power and no value. We are to be a guiding and leading star, until the second
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, to lead those who walk in darkness towards the light. And for the fourth
point, let us not forget about the manger. The first, second and third very important thing is humblness,
the Lord Jesus was the pillar of humblness, and that is why God lifted Him up on high. From humblness
lifted to Glory. And once again I say, may birth of the Lord Jesus Christ be useful to us. [ wish you all to
be blessed and to have a new year filled with blessings by the Lord.

Amen.

Pastor Prof. Joan ISTRATE,
Director at Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar
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GOD’S PREPLAN TO SEND JESUS TO THE WORLD THROUGH A WOMAN

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise
your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Gen. 3;15)
Introduction

After the fall of man into the man could not save himself anymore. He needed a Savior. The
relationship between God and man had been broken because of sin. But God’s love to man was not
finished. He still loved man even he became sinner. Therefore, God planned to send His only begotten
Son Jesus Christ through the woman.

The Bible clearly said that Jesus Christ would come to the world through the woman. There is no
any child that is born without man. Woman cannot have a baby without man. But God promised that the
Seed (Jesus Christ) from a woman would come and destroyed Satan. When the time had come, Jesus
Christ was born in Bethlehem from Mary. Mary was a virgin betrothed to Josehp. The angel appeared to
her and said to her “ Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus”. And Mary was so surprised
on hearing the word of an Angel. So, she asked the angel “how can this be, since I do not know a man?”
And angel answered and said to her “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Highest
will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God”
(Luke 1: 29, 34-35).

Jesus was born without man’s effort but by the power of the Holy Spirit. Gods promised in
Genesis 3:15 was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ through Mary the woman. God’s way is not the
same as man’s way. We cannot completely understand God’s way. God’s way is higher than man’s way.
We need to accept what God says. When Mary heard the voice of angel, she could not believe and did not
to accept. But the word of God was fulfilled in the life of Mary and Jesus was born. Jesus was the God
who incarnated in order to save the sinners of the world. God so loved the people and He could not be
silent without doing anything for the people. God did not want separate with man whom He created in His
own image. Therefore, He sent His only begotten Son to save sinners.

Many prophets had prophesied the birth of Jesus Christ in different ways. They confirmed the
promised of God which was found in Gen. 3:15. One of the prophecies was in Isaiah which said “Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Is. 7:14). This Scripture was
fulfilled in Matthew 1:23. Jesus is the God who incarnated to be with His people. Jesus was born by the
power of the Holy Spirit. His name itself is savior. He is the only Savior who saved the people from hell.
He was the seed of a woman. He was born without defect and lived a sinless life and died on the cross on
behalf of sinners.

Jesus was bruised by Satan on the cross but Jesus in turn bruised Satan by His resurrection.
Satan’s power was destroyed by Jesus Christ by His death on the cross and His resurrection.

Jesus has overcome the death and brought eternal life for all sinners. Those who believe Him and accept

Him will have eternal life. Jesus brough the good news to all the people who are hopeless. He is our hope.
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We need to be happy for the birth of Jesus Christ. If He did not come to the world, there will not
be salvation for mankind. When we accept Jesus as our personal savior, we become the children of God,

we become righteous and we can overcome the world with Him. Everything can be found in Christ.

This is the time that Jesus brought salvation and hope for the people. God’s word never failed. It
is always fulfilled in its own time. God promised that the seed of the woman would come to the earth and
destroy Satan’s works and Jesus fulfilled it in His life on earth. Satan is now powerless. Satan cannot
defeat us anymore because we have the name of Jesus.

Conclusion

Therefore, today let’s be very happy in this Christmas season. Jesus has brought the good news to
the earth. We need to thank God for fulfilling His preplan in the old testament. Let’s declare the good
news to the world. Since we are the children of God we are responsible to proclaim the salvation of God

which Jesus brought to the earth.

Pastor JEtHro NGO KHO,
Interpreter, English — Burmese, Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Yangon, Myanmar
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God’s preplan to send Jesus to the World through a woman
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